Theatre

Polish theatre comes to the West End

Acropof newtheatre from
Warsaw, Wroclaw and
Poznanis hitting London this
autumn. Caroline McGinn
finds outwhy

Since theeconomictabl
2008, many of London's Polish
haveheaded home. Thezloty
nowand there's plenty rebuilding work
incities like Warsaw which, despiteits
bluat new skyscrapersand the
monolithicStalinist Palaceof Culture,
apsrazed by Germanand
ninvasionsand the Warsaw
Uprising. But Poles remaina big partof
British lfe: onereason why the
ryof Culturehas been
» b

piece program of theatre, film and music
thatshould have Polishartists flooding
othe UK asrapidly as buildersand
nbersare pouring out
Thecultural
counterflow is good news
rus. Theatre flourished
inPolandevenwhenit
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seriously indeed:stand-
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the theatre hopir
laughbut, according to
GraegorzJarzyna, the
d-haired youngartistic
directorof Theatre
‘Warszawa, Varsovians
go'tocry” It's i
thenthatJarzoye sp\d\
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¥ ,choa\:f s
controversial production
ofthelastplay Kanewrote
‘heforecommitting suicide
willcometothe Barbican
earlynext year.
ritish joking aside, it would be.
misleading tocharacterise Poland’s
dive ionate theatresceneas
miserable, Ifanything unites theatre-
makers as differentas straight politica
writer Tadeusz Slobodzianek (whose
play OurClass’ premieresat the
Nationalthis week)and folk-rooted
ingers rZAR
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Belowright: ‘Our Class”
atthe National Theatre
Belowleft: ‘Gospels of
Cildhood'at the
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plag,which proy
“ourof Polnd's bloodiestcentury.
According toits talented young British
director Bijan Sheibani, itisa
dreamlie’portrait whichshows us'a
groupofc]
k holic, from

'snew
lesa direct dramatic

ancient polyphonicmusic.
discovered it ten yearsago, sung by

ions of villagers in the Georgian
ince then, they've combed
hnya, Romania

eLyearsand intothe

(whosetriptychGos

pensat the Barbican on Friday
history. Talkto Polishdirectors,
performersand theatre-lovers, andore
phrasegets repeated: ‘We cary the past

and Armenia for this beautiful and
powerful popular religious mu

twenty-irst cent ury

rZAR s w
alsohauntedby unquietspirits Their
triptych, which will be presented this
weekasathree-part showin the
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thatdidn'tmakeittothe
official Bible, look ike
humblechurch paintings
brought tolife. But they
soundlike cathedrals,
witha dozen voicesrising
and falling in columns of
sound that pay little
pecttothe Western
octaveand havea
casping quality

tothem which makes
"\ennl' therore
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of singers whohave kept
th calr A[UZ\]S
AR’

director, Aro;ld\\l-m
explains, My gmnd[dl.lu
wasachurchsinge
Ispentalong timetryi mx
toremember his voice

before Irealised that lam
now his voice. Theatr ZAR's piecesare

ot very concerned with followinga plot)
butthey aim to immerse secular
audiences inasublime experiencethat
has little fodo being shownastoryanda
lottodowith feeling what you hear
“That’s palpable: Fret'sa
members have claimed the vibrations
they feel from the singing can cure
‘headaches, and the company's set, which
includes wooden floorboards which
resonatelike xylophone keys, hanging
‘metal tubesand doorways which are
strung like harps, isintended to turn the
theatreitselfintoan instrument of
collectivememory

wnndm 4r4meufrhed!re mainoles
now is tosing the country’s history. In
Teatr BiuroPodrozy’s hugely popular
Tacbeth’, soldiers sported Soviet
uniformsand rode motorbikes. And
Theatr ZAR’s trilogy beginsandends
with performers astride open graves.
That's tribute to the dead
beneath our feet. It'salsoasombre but
uplifting tribute to new life arising
from the ashes: something that
thousands of Europeans can feel
belongs to their own stor
“Gospels of Childhood: The Triptsch’is
ultlu Barbican St Giles and Pit from 24
Oct 2009at Tpm. Tickets
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‘Our Class'isat the National Theatre,
Cottesloe. See West Endlistings. For
moreinformation on Polish cventsin
London see mini-mag onp 19.




